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Key Findings

O Respondents were generally concerned about being a victim of crime. Across all three
provincial surveys, about half of respondents reported worrying about becoming a
victim at least sometimes.

O Most reported that they feel safe in their commmunity (68%-73%), but most also agreed
that crime in their area has increased over the past year (51%-56%).

O 54% of respondents in Ontario and in BC reported having taken precautions to protect
themselves from crime. Alberta respondents also reported taking precautions, but to a
slightly larger degree (62%).

O Alberta respondents generally disagreed (54%) that rehabilitation is more effective

than punishment in reducing reoffending. Respondents in Ontario and BC were more
divided on this issue.

7 Percentages shown reflect question-level response bases for each of the three surveys.
7,77
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Concerns About Crime

How often do you worry about being a victim of crime?

All the time P sometimes || Rarely Never

W < 1% “Don’t know / Prefer not to answer”
4
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Experienced Crime

Have you or someone close to you been a victim of crime in the past year?

Yes B No Il Don’t know/ Prefer not to answer

Y
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Please rate your level of agreement with the following statements:

40%

The media
exaggerates the
prevalence of
crime in our
country

Y

43%

Rehabilitation is
more effective
than punishment
in reducing
reoffending

51%

19%

I've adjusted my
day-to-day
activities because
of concerns of
crime

B Agree

19%

| feel safe in my
community

Il Neutral

I've taken
precautions to
protect myself

from crime

Disagree

27%

Harsher
punishments for
offenders would

reduce crime
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Crime in my area
has increased
over the past ®

year o

n =1043
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Please rate your level of agreement with the following statements:

52%

45% 45%

25%

21% 21% 21%
19%
17%
The media Rehabilitation is I've adjusted my | feel safe in my I've taken Harsher Crime in my area

exaggerates the more effective day-to-day community precautions to punishments for has increased
prevalence of than punishment activities because protect myself offenders would over the past °
crime in our in reducing of concerns of from crime reduce crime year .
country reoffending crime o
L]
B Agree B Neutral Disagree n=1065 °

Y :
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Please rate your level of agreement with the following statements:

52%

43%

21%
19%

The media Rehabilitation is I've adjusted my | feel safe in my I've taken
exaggerates the more effective day-to-day community precautions to
prevalence of than punishment activities because protect myself
crime in our in reducing of concerns of from crime
country reoffending crime
B Agree Il Neutral Disagree

Y

26%

Harsher
punishments for
offenders would

reduce crime
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22% [

Crime in my area
has increased
over the past °

year o

n =1098
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Methodology

From January 20 to 22, 2026, Scope Research conducted three online surveys targeting Ontarians, Albertans, and
British Columbians aged 18 years or older. Respondents were invited to participate via SMS text. An overview of
each sample is provided below.

Total Total Total
Responses Unweighted Weighted
Collected Cases Cases
Ontario 1,500 1,437 1,438
Alberta 1,500 1,452 1,448
British Columbia 1,502 1,460 1,478

For all three surveys, the margin of error for a comparable probability-based sample would be +3%, 19 times out of
20. Results were weighted by age and gender using data from the 2021 Canadian census, to ensure that the

sample reflects the demographic makeup of each target province’s population. Due to rounding, totals may not *
add up to 100. :
7 O For questions about methodology, please send an email to connect@scoperesearch.ca :
7,77 :
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Contact Us

Email
connect@scoperesearch.ca

Website
http://scoperesearch.ca

Location

Meghan O'Reilly 21 St. Clair Ave E, Toronto, ON
M4T 1.9
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